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Who wrote Revelation?

• John the apostle – Revelation 
1:1

• Also wrote the gospel of John, 
and I, II, III John.

• No other convincing 
candidate.

• It is jarring Greek – my take, 
apocalyptic is jarring 
literature.  



Date of John

• As early as Claudius (41-54 
AD)

• As late as Trajan (98-117 
AD)

• Some say Nero (54-68 AD)
• Most likely Domitian (81-96 

AD)



Why Domitian?
• Revival of emperor worship 

under Domitian; total 
allegiance was expected.  (Rev. 
13:4, 15-17).

• Christians would not bow.  
• Consequences were far-

reaching; not yet critical –
Revelation 1:9.

• Lessons for us?  Discuss.
• Patmos

https://earth.google.com/web/search/patmos/@37.3246501,26.56988805,-0.18838686a,29578.11244539d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=CnEaRxJBCiUweDE0YmRhNTBkYjRiZDhhYjU6MHhjNGVkODRmYzY2NDE4MTM3GSd2fpsPqEJAIb5sliYAjDpAKgZwYXRtb3MYAiABIiYKJAlxThtqLw1JQBGSJv8dlAtJQBkY9uWUdd0sQCFevw0KgMssQDoDCgEw


Why not Nero?
• Nero’s persecution was the first and 

intense, but more localized. Needed 
a scapegoat for the burning of Rome.

• Temple still standing? (Rev. 11:1-2) 
Symbolic – just as Jerusalem is 
referred to as “Sodom” (v. 8). 
Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD, 
after Nero.

• The “Nero Myth” is possible in chs. 
13 & 17, but like all apocalyptic, 
nailing down specifics is not wise.
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